Bleaklow and the Wainstones
Saturday 25 August 2012: Walk Summary

Start and Finish:   Shepley Street, Old Glossop.  Post code: SK13 7SA.  Meeting point: The turning circle, at the far end of Shepley Street, beyond the factory buildings. Grid Ref: SK 046949
Distance: 9 miles

Terrain: Rough moorland paths and pathless open moors.

Time: 6 hours plus
Grade: Strenuous.   
Maps:  OL1 – Dark Peak  
Refreshments: Queens public house, Shepley Street.
Toilets: None
A detailed description of this walk can be found in the Collins Rambler’s Guide – Peak District, by Roly Collins, in which it is described as ‘an extremely tough moorland ramble’. 

This is a strenuous walk across high, exposed moorland, not always on clear paths.  Bleaklow, at 633m / 2,076ft, is the second highest hill in the Peak District, its next-door neighbour, Kinder, being only a few feet higher.
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The Wainstones on Bleaklow
Directions to starting/meeting point:

Glossop can be reached from Manchester by bus or by train from Piccadilly Station.  To reach the starting point from Glossop Station, either:

(i) By Bus: Catch the 390 Stagecoach bus from bus stand A on Henry Street, just to the right of the station, to the terminus (i.e. the bus turning circle) on Shepley Street, Old Glossop – this is the stop after the Queens public house.

(ii) On Foot: To walk the one mile, leave Glossop Station, cross the road, turn right down to the junction, and turn left onto High Street West.  Continue ahead and after approx 1/3 mile there is a roundabout.  Continue ahead and turn left into Manor Park Road (the Commercial Inn/Yuit Lounge is on one corner and a chi shop on the other).  When you reach the Queens public house, turn right into Shepley Street.

If travelling by car:  Drive through the centre of Glossop on the A57 and continue in the direction of the snake pass.  Proceed as for the walking instructions above.  Park at will on Shepley Road.

THE WALK:
From Shepley Street, the walk starts along a farm track then follows a path just past Shittern Clough (the path is not shown on some maps) which rises steeply onto Lightside Ridge to Yellowslacks Rocks, continuing above Yellowslacks Brook.

We then head north-east to the Wainstones, made famous by Alfred Wainwright who likened them to a couple kissing, since when they have been known as the Kissing Stones.  Total distance to this point approx. 3 miles, total ascent 1.300 feet.
We then turn south-west and head to the Hern Stones then onto Higher Shelf Stones, where there is a white trig. Point (triangulation pillar).  At this point, the elevation is 621m/ 2,037ft.  and it was here, in 1948, that a US Air Force B29 Superfortress crashed, killing all 13 aircrew.  There are still large pieces of wreckage to be seen scattered around.

The route then descends to Devil’s Dike to meet the Pennine Way, and then onto a path known as Doctor’s Gate along which we descend for the return descent to Old Glossop.
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