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atthe heart of walking





	MANCHESTER AND SALFORD 

Newsletter and Walks  No 9 –February 2012
	Manchester and Salford Local Group 
(M& S Ramblers)


This is an email version with more info than one being posted out with area AGM notice.

OPEN MEETING Tuesday 7th Feb 7.30,
Kings Arms, Salford. 

We’ll discuss the results so far of rights of way surveys and meeting with Manchester City Council on this
MANCHESTER HISTORY FESTIVAL SAT 3 MARCH
We are having a stall at this event, which was really busy last year. Let Salle know if you can help. We will show how we have campaigned over the last 75 years. 2010 was the 75th anniversary of the Ramblers and 2012 is the 80th anniversary of the Kinder Trespass.  We will use material used for the exhibition of the 75th anniversary of the Ramblers
GET THIS BY EMAIL, QUICKER, MORE INFO, SAVES CASH  We would like to have as many members as possible on our email list If you haven’t yet please phone us with your email address  

0161 839 3865 or email Margaret Metcalf at margaretmetcalf58@hotmail.com 

FP 181
There is a footpath in Chorlton which has been closed for over 70 years, which runs from Claude Road to Barlow Moor Road , some parts alongside Chorlton Brook.The Area Footpath officer is threatening the Manchester City Council with legal action to open it.  It will cost a lot of money: estimates range from £15k to over £100k (to strengthen the banks) and the people living locally are divided. M & S Ramblers has opposed this action and we are planning, with the support of the former MP Andrew Bennett, to have a meeting to discuss this with the Council and to find a way forward.  If you have any views please let Salle Dare know.
FOOTPATH WORK IN MANCHESTER.
We had a very successful day led by Andrew Bennett to learn how to check out footpaths and make sure they are accessible.  A team of people have agreed to check all the footpaths and we will present the Council with a report and discuss an action plan with them.  In time we would like to make sure we have all the footpaths in Manchester on what is called the definitive map.  This is the map that sets out where the legal footpaths 
GET WALKING KEEP WALKING
As many of you know the funding for GWKW came to an end in December 2011.  We are trying to build on the work that GWKW did and are planning to use the volunteers to run short programmes of walks from different locations and Manchester and also spread this work into Salford.  June Brassington is co-ordinating this work and we are in the process of setting up a programme of walks which we will offer to different organisations and which we will publicise for the general public.  Anyone wanting to know more contact Mags or June
KINDER TRESPASS
1932 was a key event in securing access to the country side for working people.  That year saw Benny Rothman and a group of young people climbing Kinder – then controlled by game keepers for the landed aristocracy to use as shooting land – and along with other campaigns ultimately led to changes in the law which allowed access for anyone.  2012 marks the 80th anniversary of the Kinder Trespass and there will be a week of celebrations.  Further details will be put on our website when we have them.  We do know there will be a celebratory walk on 25th April.  One group going from Edale, and the other from Hayfield. See walks programme & keep an eye on website for further details
AREA AGM:  don’t forget the Area AGM on Saturday 17th March at 2.30 in the Friends Meeting House, Mount Street, Manchester (just behind Central Library).  There is a walk starting from Friends Meeting House at 10.30 before the AGM.
WALKING ELSEWHERE- 
Wild Walking in the Pyrenees 
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Ramblers Worldwide Holidays describe this new mountain tour as an exploration of the wildest and most pristine of the great mountain ranges of Western Europe.  I went there at the end of June 2011, flying from Heathrow to Toulouse, where I met up with my nine walking companions and we continued for another two-and-a-half hours by bus to the village of Salardu in the isolated Val d’Aran.   
We were in Catalonia in the Spanish Pyrenees, walking in the Aigues Tortes national park – it means ‘twisted waters’ – following a variant of a trek known as the Carros de Foc – Chariots of Fire.  It is an area of massive granite boulders, which were challenging to negotiate, and many, many lakes, streams and waterfalls.  
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This area is little frequented by the British, in fact, we only met two other Brits there, but we did meet some Australians and a couple of Americans.  Most people in the mountains were Spanish Catalan or French Catalan although asking them whether they were French or Spanish met with the firm assertion that they were Catalan! There were three languages in common use: Aranaise, the local dialect, Catalan, and Spanish, in that order.
The landscape is beautiful, more rugged than I had expected and distinctively different from the Alpine ranges. Lakes and tarns were literally around every corner and although some were the result of hydroelectric damming, they were no less attractive for that and there was an abundance of beautiful flowers.
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We stayed in an inn for our first and last nights and in eight different mountain refuges, at between 1,900 and 2,400 metres altitude, over the other ten nights, trekking between refuges on most days but staying for two nights at two of the refuges allowing us to ascend peaks whilst carrying a lighter load. We ascended several peaks, all at just below the 3,000-metre mark, and numerous cols not much lower than the surrounding peaks.  There were some steep walks up to the tops but the rewards were spectacular views. 
The trip was a two-week ‘hutting’ trek classed as C/C+ and those familiar with Ramblers Holidays will know this means moderate to hard,  a slightly lower grading than my last three hutting trips which were C+ and C+/B which involved a lot of exposed scrambling and via ferrata. The refuges are not as well developed as those in the Alps, but they all serve good food, the best breakfasts I have ever encountered in such accommodation and they even provided good packed lunches.
‘Hutting’ is a great experience, waking-up high in the mountains is a wonderful feeling, looking down into the valleys far below and it does not take long for ten complete strangers to meld into a very close, interdependent, team.  Hutting and the Aigues Tortes are highly recommended. Stewart Ramsden

WEEKEND AWAY on 14th/15th April 2012 at Mankinholes, Todmorden. This is a self catering hostel so bed only has been booked. You will need to bring breakfast cereal if you want that and we will provide tea, coffee, milk, sugar, bread and spreads for breakfast. Cost and booking form will shortly be available on the website or from Mags.
Walk leaders required for our next 2 weekends away  - to Mankinholes April and Hartington Hall in Oct –hopefully -13/14th.  
Please contact Mags if you would like to lead a walk.
WHAT WILL THE WEATHER DO TODAY?
When we first started seriously walking the hills of the Peak District in the 1970’s we discovered a great source of weather information – we used to just ring up the met office base at Manchester Airport and ask! It was staffed round the clock and officers seemed happy to talk first thing Sunday morning and give us information on weather patterns and where we could expect the cloud to be. 
Since those early days the informal access to the met office was first replaced by answering machines and then the dreaded premium rate numbers but more latterly by services on the internet.  In the next electronic edition of the Newsletter I will describe some of the main services available – and some of my favourites, with web links that I hope will be of help in planning walks. Alan Manning
The Jones’s Ramble Abroad
When Margaret asked us to write something about our holidays abroad I felt more than a bit overwhelmed by both the experiences we have had and the task of trying to some up such amazing holidays. So I had a quick check on Ramblers Worldwide Holidays website:  http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/   and decided they could speak for themselves:
The original walking company
Since 1946, Ramblers Worldwide Holidays has been providing great value walking holidays in spectacular locations.  We are dedicated to making exploring the world on foot a fantastic experience for everyone. When you holiday with us you not only get a fantastic experience but you help to give something back to the destinations we visit too, thanks to the work of the Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust.
Unlike many tour operators, Ramblers Worldwide Holidays profits that are not required for the running of the business are channelled back into the Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust which supports  environmental conservation projects in the UK and  community projects overseas.  These include funding a skills workshop for young people in Romania and supporting an orphanage in Sri Lanka housing children who were victims of the 2004 tsunami. In the UK our Trust supports The Ramblers and smaller UK charities that provide outdoor experiences for the disadvantaged, the disabled and inner city children.
Professional, passionate and experienced
If you love the great outdoors, and exploring some of the world’s finest destinations on foot, then a Ramblers Walking Holiday will be perfect for you! We have over 250 holidays in over 70 countries, all which span a range of walking grades from easier to adventurous, and with itineraries that are packed with interest and variety.
You are always in the best hands, from the moment you speak to our team in the UK, ………through to the professional guidance you get on holiday, led by our very own experienced Leaders.  They are fully qualified and a fountain of knowledge so you can be sure your holiday will be the best it can be.
What The Jones’s valued most 
1. Inaccessible places and background information
We have visited The Grand Canyon, Yosemite, Yellowstone and Grand Teton under our own steam. We have visited Cuba, Peru, Turkey and Italy with The Ramblers. We would have found it very difficult to visit so many parts of these countries on our own. 
Local guides, sometimes speakers of four languages and Degrees in Anthropology and History provided detailed accounts of history, politics and environmental issues. Although we never felt overstretched, each day was busy and no time was wasted. Ramblers have 60 odd years of sorting out where to go, how to get there, what to see and they even arrange good weather! 
2. Good company
The parties are of around 24 people. The age range is wide, from late 20’s to late 60s and beyond. On the easy holidays many are nearer the top of that range but we can all walk 10 miles a day and up and down a few hills. 
Some come as groups of 2 to 6, some are couples and some are single people who clearly find Ramblers Holidays suit them well. We have found most people to be ‘liberal minded’ with a concern for justice and for the environment. The Hotels and the food are good in the 3 to 4 star range. Most meals are taken together and the evening meal is a very pleasant way to end a long da
3. An Ethical Holiday 
From the information above – and you can read more on the website – you can see that Ramblers Holidays are well ahead of other holiday providers when it comes to respecting people in other places and helping people like us to enjoy holidays abroad. Many who have enjoyed these holidays return to the UK and join and support relevant solidarity and support groups and some return to work on projects in the countries they have visited. 
We remind people how important the work of the Ramblers is at home. I hope those who are not members of the Ramblers will join. We always find an opportunity to sing ‘The Manchester Rambler’ and to tell the story of The Mass Trespass!
If you do nothing else about Ramblers Worldwide Holidays this week – go on their website  http://www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/  and order their holiday brochure it will fascinate for months.
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Current Walks programme
We hope to see you on some of the walks. If you have any questions about the walk, please contact the leader or check the website.  www.manchesterandsalfordramblers.org.uk
There’s always a warm welcome for new walkers on our walks

However if you haven’t been on walks with us before and want to meet up with someone to travel to the walk please contact Maggie Smith Walks Co-ordinator –see details above.
Also please watch the website for any changes to the walks programme.

For information contact -  Mags Metcalf  07947 864 534 Please bring a packed lunch/drink on walks

	Day
	Date
	Walk Description
All walks circular unless stated.  Short walks 5/6 miles.  Long walks 10/12
	Meeting Place and time.  All walks start at 10.30 unless otherwise stated.
	Walk leader and contact details

	Tuesday


	Feb 14
	Burrs Country Park, Bury
	Bury Metrolink
	Jean Thompson

MargaretSquires

865 5010

	Saturday
	Feb 25
	LINEAR 10 mile walk 3rd leg Salford Heritage Trail.  Clifton Country Park to WalkdenTrain Station
	Clifton Country Park Visitor centre,

Clifton House Rd.  No. 8 Bus from Shudehill to country park  Train or 39 bus back to M/c
	Roy Bullock


	Tuesday


	March

13
	Daisy Nook Country Park
	DNCP Visitor Centre. Bus 231 M/c Piccadilly to DNCP.  Don’t get a 231 that terminates at Littlemoss
	Alan Lowe

292 0351

	Gtr Mc Area AGM 

Saturday
	March 

17
	Irish heritage walk around central Manchester.  Meet 10.30 followed by AGM in afternoon
	Friends Meeting House, Manchester


	Les Jones

881 9503

	Saturday
	March 24
	Lantern Pike.  7mile walk
	Hayfield car park.  Piccadilly train to New Mills then bus to Hayfield.

Car share available.  Phone Maggie Smith to arrange 794 3565
	Stewart Ramsden 
0771 444 5118

	Tuesday
	April

10
	Brindleheath Tip to Lumn’s Lane Tip via the Slurry Lagoons!  Salford
	Pendleton Church, Broad Street, Salford.  Bus 8,12,26,36, 67
	Maggie Smith 794 3565

	w/e at

YH 
	April

14/15
	Mankinholes, Todmorden
	Car share arrangement
	See newsletter

	Wednesday
	April

25
	Walks from Hayfield and Edale to celebrate the 80th anniversary
	Meet 10.30 Bowden Bridge Hayfield (train to New Mills and Bus) or Moorland Centre, Edale (train to Edale)

We will try an organise car share.  Contact Salle if you can offer or want a lift
	See Kinder Trespass site and our website

	80th Kinder Trespass
	April

24 to 29
	A range of walks, talks and exhibitions
	See Kinder Trespass site for commemorative walks and events during this week
	See Kinder Trespass site and our website

	Tuesday
	May 8
	Ashton and Rochdale Canals via Mc City Stadium and Phillips Park


	Piccadilly Station Approach/Ducie St 
	Alan Moffatt

947 0273

	Saturday
	May 12
	Mersey Valley
	Chorlton Bus Station, Barlow Moor Rd.  Bus 85, 86
	Les Jones

881 9503

	Saturday
	May 19
	Dunham Park  - canals and pubs


	Navigation Rd tram stop, Altrincham
	Tony Clough

681 0844

	Saturday

1.30 start

Children welcome
	May 26
	Get Walking Day - short walks

2 Walks stating at 1.30

1. Wythenshawe Park and canal

2. Salford Quays Sculpture Trail, Ship Canal to Mc


	1. Meet Wythenshawe Hall

2. Meet Media City Metro, Salford Quays


	Salle Dare

861 8491

Mags Metcalf 07947 864 534

	Tuesday 
	June 12
	Middleton. Oaken Bank,  Hopwood and Boarshaw Clough and Rochdale Canal
	Entrance to Hopwood Campus, Rochdale College, Middleton.

17 bus.  Park on Rochdale Rd or turn left into college drive then first left.
	Dave Lees

643 6558

	Saturday 
	June

16
	Longer walk      Kinder – Woolpacks & Jacob’s Ladder

8 miles - strenuous
	Piccadilly 9.45 train to Edale

Meet at Edale Station 10.30. Limited parking in Edale
	Stewart Ramsden 
0771 444 5118

	Saturday
	June 30
	Whaley Bridge, Eccles Pike, Bugsworth Basin and Navigation Inn for lunch, Peak Forest
	9.30 Piccadilly for 9.52 train to Whaley Bridge or 10.40 Whaley Bridge Station
	John Ireland

07966 490 216

	Tuesday 
	July 10
	Hazel Grove area  Stockport
	9.52 train from Piccadilly arriving 10.13 at Hazel Grove or station car park 10.30
	Janet Cuff

431 7654

	Saturday 
	July 14
	Crumpsall and Blackley
	Abraham Moss Metrolink, Crumpsall

Bus 89, 149 from Mc and 151, 154, 53
	Richard Cleverley

	Saturday 
	July 28
	Long walk 12 m - Wild Bank, Godley - strenuous
	Godley Train Station

10.18 train from Piccadilly arrives Godley at 10.35
	Stewart Ramsden 
0771 444 5118

	Tuesday
	August

14
	Chadderton, Tandle Hill
	Mills Hill Train Station, Oldham Rd., Middleton
	Chris Quinn

633 9167

	Saturday
	Aug 25
	Long walk  Bleaklow  &

Wainstones 

Strenuous moorland walk taking in site of an aircrash.

In case of bad weather a shorter walk is arranged.
	Meet at turning circle beyond factory.  at top of Shepley St, Old Glossop Grid Ref: SK046949. Park on street.

Car share available – contact Maggie

Smith.  Could meet train – 1 mile from start. Phone Maggie or Stewart.

9.48 train from Piccadilly arrives Glossop 10.18. 
	Stewart Ramsden 
0771 444 5118

	Tuesday
	Sept 11
	Sale Water Park
	Sale Metro Station
	Dave Barcroft

860 4564

	Saturday
	Sept 15
	Irlam/Davyhulme including ferry crossing
	Layby, just past Barton Airport, Liverpool Rd (A57) Irlam
	Bob Lenihan

07704 671 664

	Sat
	Sept 29
	Blackleach Country Park, Walkden M28
	37 bus from Piccadilly to Blackleach Country Park, Hilltop Rd. off Bolton Rd. Walkden 

Meet in car park
	Mags Metcalf

839 3865


is provided by the Forestry Commission. This means that access should remain in places you love like Sherwood Forest, the New Forest and the Also remember longer walks in the area programme –see booklet enclosed
If in your 20s and 30s longer walks also run by the Manchester and district walkers (MAD walkers) a local group of the Ramblers  for people who live in and around the greater Manchester area
http://www.madwalkers.org.uk/

Ramblers members can also go on walks with any other local group
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