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Wild Bank and Hollingworthall Moor from Godley   
Saturday 28 July: Walk Summary
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Summit of Wild Bank in winter
Start and Finish:  Godley Train Station, Junction of Sheffield Road and Mottram Road, Godley, Near Hyde.  GR: SJ 964951.  Train from Piccadilly.

Distance: 12 miles
Grade: Moderate but with lots of ups and downs and a long steady climb onto Wild Bank.  Can be muddy in places, following wet weather.

Terrain:  Country lanes, farmland, moorland paths
Maps:  OL1 – Dark Peak  
Parking: On Station Road, opposite Godley Train Station

A walk through farmland and moorland passing four pubs en route:  The Rising Moon, on Matley Lane, the Hare and Hounds on the A6018 Mottram Road, the Roe Cross an A6018 and the Godley Hall Inn, close to the station at the end of the walk.  

From Godley train station, we walk up Sheffield Road and Barm House Lane, passing housing developments.  After passing the United Utilities water treatment works, we cross the M67 via a bridge to enter farmland.  

The route passes Stalybridge Celtic football ground and passes by more housing.  At this point we leave the level walking behind as we start the long and steady climb up onto Wild Bank from whose summit trig point there are extensive views over the Cheshire plain and the northern Peak District.

We continue heading north over Hollingworthall Moor, which as its name suggests is moorland.  We descend towards the Higher Swineshaw Reservoir at the head of the brushes valley before rounding Lees Hill to descend to a lane.

We remain on the lane for a while then pass the front of Moorside Farm and cross Shaw Moor back to the Wild Bank ridge.

From here, we descend to Mottram cutting, cross the A57 road to a lane taking us through more farmland and a gentle return to the Godley station, possibly calling at the Godley Hall Inn just before reaching the train station.

