
Fallowfield Loop and Yellow Brick Road consultation 

second stage: Response from the Manchester and 

Salford Ramblers. 

Introduction 

This response is on behalf of the Manchester and Salford Ramblers. We are the local organisation of 

the national walking charity, the Ramblers, and we help everyone, everywhere, enjoy walking and 

protect the places we all love to walk.  

We are very supportive of the planned improvements. We have specific detailed comments to make 

on signage and the links from these routes to the wider footpath and rights of way network. We also 

make a number of specific points on details in each of the sections as set out in the Consultation 

pages on the City Council web site.   

We have also encouraged members to respond using the on-line consultation form. 

Green Routes in our city 

We agree that one of the key features of both the Fallowfield Loop and the Yellow Brick Road, is its 

rural feel within an urban environment – and the Ecology Report has emphasised their importance 

as wildlife corridors that should be maintained. 

Investment and access 

Within that context then investment should encourage and enable access, understanding and 

enjoyment of these important routes. 

Therefore, we welcome the proposed improvements including 

• Improving access points, existing paths and information and directional information on the 

route 

• Appropriate landscaping, clearing and trimming, seating and sustainable drainage initiatives 

• Repairing or replacing existing ramps and steps and road crossing and junction 

improvements near access points. 

Improved signage and information 

Signage and the provision of information are major issues, that are mentioned in the consultation 

report, and we would like to make two main points in response. 

Firstly, in our original submission we argued that the Fallowfield Loop was a real community asset 

and efforts should be made to increase awareness of the route and what it offers. We specifically 

suggested that at some key road intersections and junctions leading to the Loop more significant 

signage, perhaps based on the Transport for Greater Manchester’s (TfGM’s) GM Connected 

Wayfinding project, be displayed that would allow image, map and text-based descriptions of access, 

routes and possibilities. We included suggestions of a range of locations for such information. For 

ease of reference here is the link to our original submission. We repeated suggestions in this 

submission below. 

Secondly, we very much welcome the inclusion in the current proposals for local information boards, 

new direction signs and features to tell you where you are on the route. We would be keen to 

https://www.manchesterandsalfordramblers.org.uk/images/Fallowfield_Loop_-_Ramblers_Submission_Aug_2020.pdf


contribute to the conversations about what might be included in that signage and in our original 

submission gave some examples of connections to other routes and points of interest. 

It is disappointing that the stretch of the Fallowfield Loop up to Fairfield Station has not been 

included in this scheme, but it would still be very helpful to have signage and information to direct 

the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop displayed outside Fairfield Station. 

Improvements by Section 

We have some additional comments on the details of the proposal for the individual sections. 

Area 1 Between Totnes Road and Withington Road: The beginning of the Fallowfield Loop should 

be marked with new signage and information about the route and it’s wider connections. In order 

not to add to pavement clutter there could be a display on the wall of the bridge on Wilbraham Road 

and on the wall of the bridge over St Werburgh’s Road by the access to the Tram stop. 

The “landscaping” near Chelsfield Grove, with a bench and local information boards would be 

welcome. The local information should include reference to the Manchester Green Trail and to 

Hough End Clough. 

Improved access to Withington Road would be very useful and signage and information to direct the 

walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed on the bridge wall on Withington 

Road. 

Area 2 Between Withington Road and Princess Road:  A new access point at Alexandra Road South 

would be very useful and provide another link to the Manchester Green Trail. 

The access at Athol Road should be improved with a bench and information board. This is a key 

route to Alexandra Park, which is a valuable local asset, the signage from the Loop should include 

this and a case can be made for resources from the project being used to improve the crossing of 

Wilbraham Road towards Alexandra Park.  

Signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed 

on Wilbraham Road at the junction with Athol Road. 

Improvements to the Mauldeth Road crossing towards Hough End Leisure Centre should be 

considered and this entrance point and the junction with Princess Road should have signage and 

information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop 

Area 3 Between Princess Road and Yew Tree Road:  New access points from Bethnal Drive and St 

Kentigern's Primary School would be welcomed. 

We support improvement to the access from Avia Drive, with clear signage and information 

indicating that this is a route on to Platt Fields. 

Signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed 

on Wilbraham Road at its junction with Yew Tree Road. 

Area 4 Between Yew Tree Road and Wilmslow Road:  We support the proposed improvement to 

the path to the Loop from Carrington Road and would also want to see improvements to the 

footpath from Wellington Road. 

The proposal to lessen the gradient to access Sherwood Street is sensible. 



The issue of the Wilmslow Road crossing needs significant improvement. The proposed junction 

improvements across Wilmslow Road seem to work well for cyclists, but the walking route should be 

more legible and enable the desire line to run parallel to the cycling route. It should be arranged so 

that it is possible to get across Wilmslow Road, the entrance to the supermarket and Ladybarn Road 

in one phase.  

This could be the location for another ‘Manchester first’ – a diagonal Sparrow crossing - (signal 

controlled parallel crossing that separates pedestrians and cyclists). 

This major junction should also be the location for enhanced information on the route, on access to 

the Loop and further connections. 

Area 5 Between Wilmslow Road and Kingsway: It is probably useful to retain the soft separation for 

the section across Ladybarn Lane and to Ladybarn Lane Bridge, it works reasonably well at present.  

Access to Kingsway from the northbound side needs to be improved and made more attractive.   

Area 6 Between Kingsway and 'Levenshulme Station' (A6): On Kingsway the southbound access 

should be improved.  

The Errwood Road junction, could be a location for landscaping, and there should be signage to 

Cringle Park and the Manchester Green Trail. 

At Carson Road, the proposal for landscaping is possibly too close to Errwood Road. 

Signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed 

on both sides of Kingsway. 

Area 7 Between 'Levenshulme Station' (A6) and Highfield Road:  In our original submission we 

argued that the area around the Levenshulme Quadrants should be landscaped and linked to the 

Station South development.  

Signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed 

on the A6 at the junction with Crayfield Road. 

There should be improved access and way marking from Broom Lane/ Cranage Road. The path from 

Cranage Road over the footbridge should be improved as a key access point to the Loop and to 

Highfield Country Park.  

The access points to and from to Highfield Country Park need to be improved, made more accessible 

and with improved signage and information. This is a major recreation asset on the route and should 

be a significant entry point. Information on accessing the Loop should be provided at the Bowler 

Street Entrance to the Country Park and other access points to the Country Park. 

Improvement to the steps up to Highfield Lane would be welcome, this provides a link to the 

Manchester Green Trail and the signage should reflect this. 

Area 8 Between Highfield Road and Longford Road West: The link to Nelstrop Road is important, 

with its recently significantly improved surface and should be signed appropriately.  

More information would be useful at the Longford Road West access point on the link to Reddish 

Vale and signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be 

displayed on Longford Road West. 

Area 9 Between Longford Road West and Shillingford Road Path:  



Landscaping near the Secret Lake would be useful. The path alongside Shillingford Road is too 

narrow and should be widened. 

Area 10 Between Shillingford Road Path and Hyde Road: There should be improved access from 

Dean Road/Woodland Ave and better signage would be helpful– don’t remove the existing signage 

but improve it. 

Signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed 

on Hyde Road at both the junction with Tan Yard Brow and also near the junction with Wall Way - 

the access road to Debdale Park. 

Area 11 Between Hyde Road to Tannery Way and Abbey Hey Lane: We welcome improvement to 

junction of the Fallowfield Loop and Yellow Brick, in addition there should be better signage and 

legibility, with clear links to the Tameside Trail and the route to the Ashton Canal – with its 

connections to the city centre and beyond.  

The improvements on Tannery Way and Tan Yard Brow would be helpful and there should be more 

information displayed on the links to the Manchester Green Trail and the Gorton Heritage Trail. 

Area 12 Between Abbey Hey Lane and Gorton Railway Line:  There should be improved access from 

Cross Lane and better signage. The proposed assessment of the Bridge/Aqueduct in Gorton with 

footpath improvements and a new cycle path are welcomed. 

Area 13 Between Gorton Railway and Ashton Old Road: We would support a raised cycle and 

pedestrian platform' on Hollybush Street at the crossing point. 

We would support making a feature of Old Canal Stone Archway, a new access at Ogden Lane and 

improved access from Ashton Old Road. 

Signage and information to direct the walker and cyclist to the Fallowfield Loop, should be displayed 

on Ashton Old Road. 

Area 14 Between Ashton Old Road and Ashton Canal: We support improved access via Louisa 

Street. 

Access to and from the Ashton Canal needs improved signage and remodelling to be more inviting, 

as it provides a key link to a wide variety of routes and opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


