
Walking and cycling in the Northern Quarter:  
A submission on behalf of the Manchester and 
Salford Ramblers 
 

 

Introduction 

The Manchester and Salford Ramblers are the local group of the national charity, the 

Ramblers. We are dedicated to looking after paths and green spaces, leading walks, opening 

up new places to explore and encouraging everyone to get outside and discover how 

walking boosts your health and happiness. 

We fully endorse the City Councils aim to make walking and cycling in the Northern Quarter 

a safer and more enjoyable experience for everyone. 

Connections 

The documents make clear that these proposals are part of the ambition to create the UK’s 

largest joined-up network for walkers and cyclists. 

From that point of view, we would want to urge the City Council to incorporate into the 

detailed plans clear linkages and connections with the wider network of routes and rights of 

way, in particular: 

• The proposed walking routes through the Mayfield development,  

• The Manchester Green Trail, developed by the Ramblers, with support from the 

Manchester City Council, which passes close to the Norther Quarter route at a 

number of points, 

• The proposed Irk Valley linear park and walking routes, 

• Chapel Street East and the Salford Trail. 

 

We would very much welcome the opportunity to work with the City Council on developing 

these linkages and connections 

Detailed Points 

We set out below more detailed comments on each of the specific areas of the plans. 

Area1: The footway to the right onto Ducie Street from the station approach is currently 

very constrained by the extension to the café and is unsatisfactory. The removal of the right 

turn lane into the Gateway House Car Park should enable the footway to be widened as well 

as incorporating the segregated cycle lanes on both sides of the street. 

We welcome; a new pedestrian crossing at the Ducie Street and Dale Street junction; 

continuous pavements across side roads and vehicle entrances on Dale Street, with new 

kerbs and resurfacing if needed. We would wish to see appropriate tree planting, beds and 



planters to enhance the walking experience, but positioned in such a way as not to 

compromise footway width or contribute to pavement clutter. 

The improvement of pedestrian access to the Rochdale canal basin from Dale Street should 

form part of this scheme as it would allow better use of the existing investment in the tow 

path with routes to the north and improve the access to the long-distance path, the 

Cheshire Ring Canal Walk. There should be enhanced signage and information boards, 

building on Transport for Greater Manchester’s (TfGM’s) GM Connected Wayfinding project. 

We also believe that the scheme should include work to ensure the consistency and quality 

of the footway and cycle provision on Ducie Street to the east of Navigation House, to 

Jutland Street, as that leads to an important access point for the Ashton Canal and a 

network of significant routes, for example, to Clayton Vale, the Etihad stadium, Debdale and 

the Grow Green pilot in West Gorton. It will also be important to include high quality 

signage and information. 

The development of walking routes in the proposed Mayfield development to the south 

east of Piccadilly Station presents another opportunity to provide connections from the 

cross-city route through the Northern Quarter to wider areas of the city’s developing green 

infrastructure. 

Area 2: We welcome the proposal to improve pedestrian facilities and would wish to see the 

improved crossing points at Newton Street, Lever Street and Oldham Street, controlled by 

“puffin” lights with the minimum possible wait time for pedestrians to ensure that the route 

is attractive and practical. 

Removal of two-way vehicle access from Tib Street car park/Hilton Street/Oldham Street to 

Stevenson Square, is welcomed, however we believe that the experience of Stephenson 

Square would be enhanced by further work to limit the opportunity for through traffic. The 

road here should be narrowed to allow just one way through traffic, perhaps a loading bay if 

necessary, and the rest becoming walking and dwell space within the square, with further 

plantings and street design to minimise the visual and other impacts of any necessary 

vehicle movements.   

The provision of enhanced, segregated walking areas through Stevenson Square is 

welcomed. It will be necessary to manage this area once the infrastructure is complete to 

ensure a proper balance between uncluttered and accessible footways, street furniture and 

plantings. 

Area 3: The creation of a Pedestrian Cycle Zone on Thomas Street is welcomed, subject to 

the need to manage the space once the infrastructure is complete to ensure a proper 

balance between uncluttered and accessible footways, street furniture and plantings. It will 

also be necessary to consider how the interests of both walkers and cyclists are 

accommodation successfully in the space. 

The paved crossings of side streets are welcomed.  



It will be important to also consider the consequences for the wider neighbourhood of any 

traffic displaced by the closure of Thomas Street. We support the community led scheme to 

improve the amenity and greening of Edge Street whilst calming motor traffic and removing 

parking. 

Area 4: The Shudehill Junction, and the junctions on Corporation Street/Withy Grove should 

be controlled by “puffin” lights and have the minimum possible wait time for pedestrians to 

ensure that the route is attractive and practical. 

However, for many pedestrians heading directly to Victoria Station the obvious route would 

be alongside the Metrolink station and down Balloon Street. The quality of the footway 

along Balloon Street should be improved.  

The opportunity exists to sign and promote access to routes from Angel Meadows and the 

Irk Valley to the north, some modest investment along the course of Danzig Street – Angel 

Street, would build on the sections of already very good walking infrastructure to provide an 

excellent set of links.  

Similarly, the plans should also work with the proposed infrastructure developments on 

Chapel Street East to open links to the Salford Trail and routes to the west, again using the 

highest standards of signage and information.  

 


